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ADMINISTRATION OF LIBRARY FOR 1916 

Board of Trustees 

President — Henry A. Willis. 
Secretary— John G. Faxon 
Treasurer — Henry A. Goodrich 

Term expires January, 1917 — Dr. Frederick H. Thomp- 
son, Thomas F. Gallagher, Douglas Crocker, John G. Thomp- 
son. 

Term expires January, 1918— Dr. Charles H. Rice, John 
G. Faxon, A. Eugene Nolen, Dr. James Chalmers. 

Term expires January, 1919— Henry A. Willis, Henry A. 
Goodrich, Herbert I. Wallace, Rev. J. J. Donnelly. 



Book Committee — Messrs. Willis, Wallace, Nolen, Chal- 
mers, and J. G. Thompson. 

Library Committee — Messrs. Goodrich, Donnelly, Fax- 
on, and Rice. 

Art Committee — Messrs. F. H. Thompson, Wallace, and 
Crocker. 

Finance Committee — Messrs. Faxon, Rice, and Gal- 
lagher. 

Library Staff 

Librarian, George E. Nutting; Reference Librarian, Helen 
B. Bangs; Cataloguer and Children's Librarian, Margaret W. 
Fosdick; Circulation Librarian, Leon S. Field; Janitor, Joseph 
H. Liversage. 

Part Time Assistants 

In Children's Room, Margaret Reed; Page, Aune Han- 
nula; Assistant Janitor, J. A. Putnam. 



, v Google 



„ Google 



TRUSTEES' REPORT 



To the Honorable, the City Council: 

Although this annual report of the Public Library is on 
behalf of the Trustees, who have delegated me to make it 
for them, I venture to depart a little from the phraseology 
of my predecessors by writing it in the pronoun of the first 
person singular, because I hold certain views regarding libra- 
ries, books and reading which I have long desired to com- 
municate to the people of Fitchburg and this seems to be 
my opportunity. 

An experience of many years covering the entire range of 
teaching, from the one-room country school through the dif- 
ferent grades of village, city and normal schools, the college 
and the university, has convinced me — and that conviction 
has deepened and strengthened with the experiences and ob- 
servations of each succeeding year — that the greatest educa- 
tional service to the human race consists in the teaching of 
reading. He who has really learned to read is already well 
educated. He who has not learned to read, though he have 
passed the tests of the universities and received their highest 
degrees, has not even the elements of a liberal education. 

It has come to be one of the best established facts of 
psychological and pedagogical knowledge that reading more 
powerfully affects, directs and controls human thinking than 
does any other human experience or influence. He who 
daily reads his Plato, his New Testament, his Matthew 
Arnold, his Emerson, his Cardinal Newman, his Marcus 
Aurelius, his John Ruskin, his Thomas Carlyle, his Isaiah, 
and comes to require daily an hour's thin king -together wit}i 
such minds as these, as regularly as he requires his daily 
bread, will, in the course of years, become so illumined with 
the spirit of sweetness and light, so warmed with the intensity 
of thought-heat, so exalted with a divine spirituality, that he 
will find himself, at times, on the very mount of transfigura- 
tion, walking and talking with God and seeing Him face to 
face. 
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There is no literature more thoroughly permeated with 
this spirit of sweetness and light, hopefulness and faith, than 
is our own American literature. It is a literature of optimism 
and of transcendentalism. It has faith in Divine Providence, 
faith in humanity, faith in the great law of compensation, 
without which faith it is impossible for any man to work up 
to his highest capacity. A more healthy, manly literature 
has never been produced. At the same time it is compara- 
tively free from the subtleties and obscurities of some of the 
best English and continental writers of the optimistic, trans- 
cendental school. It is therefore better adapted to the 
intellectual and spiritual needs of the average American 
reader, and especially of American youth, than is any other 
literature. 

One of the highest literary services which librarians, 
teachers and parents can perform for American youth is to 
inculcate a just appreciation of American authors and of 
American literature. I know of nothing more healthful and 
invigorating for our American youth than an appreciative 
reading of Irving and Hawthorne, Bryant and Whittier, 
Homes and Longfellow, Lowell and Emerson. Every 
American boy and girl, in and out of school, should read 
these great American writers. And so should the older boys 
and girls. But then, there is no taste like a cosmopolitan 
taste, and one's reading should be extended in the long 
course of years to the great master literary-artists of other 
lands and of all ages of the world's history. There is no 
such civilizer in the world as books. There is no such soul- 
saver in the world as books — beginning with the Book of 
Books. There is no such illuminator and inspirer of the 
human mind as books. Therefore the need of free public 
libraries that all may have access to the best thought of 
the thinking world. 

From the beginnings of educational development in the 
world, libraries have been the chief centers of the diffusion 
of knowledge and the creation of enlightened human intelli- 
gence. The most valuable material asset of any historic 
nation has been its great libraries. This is true of the Assy- 
rians and Babylonians, whose most important contribution 
to the thought of the world is to be found in their inscribed 
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bricks and tiles. It is true of the Egyptians, whose Alex- 
andrian Library contained, according to Plutarch, 200,000 
volumes. It has been true of every great nation and of 
every great city from those early times to the present day. 
England's most valued material asset today is the British 
Museum, the greatest library in the entire English-speaking 
world. The most valuable material possession of the great 
Roman Catholic world today is the Vatican Library at 
Rome, replete with treasures of books and manuscripts of 
the rarest and most valuable kind. 

The early settlers of New England were no exception 
to this universal line of historic human development in intel- 
lectual and spiritual values. The first step taken on Ameri- 
can soil for the promotion of higher education was the gift 
by John Harvard of a collection of books. These books 
were the beginnings of Harvard College. Those few books 
have grown into the magnitude of that wonderful Widener 
Library which is by far the most valuable asset of the first 
American university. 

The most interesting city of the New World is Boston — 
with its innumerable objects of literary and historic signifi- 
cance. Among all these there is one that stands out with 
an interest that is paramount and a value that is supreme — 
and that is the Boston Public Library. We speak of the 
spirit of a city. We speak of the soul of a nation. The out- 
ward symbol of the inner soul of Boston is its Public Library. 
It is a truer index of the real life than warehouses or armo- 
ries or State House or Custom House Tower. From that 
Boston Public Library have gone forth more and greater 
upward impulse toward enlightenment and progress and re- 
form in city, state and nation than from all other material 
objects that Boston possesses. 

It has ever been so in the history of the development of 
the world's civilization. The far-seeing citizen of Fitchburg 
whose honored name this Public Library bears was but 
carrying out the spirit of all the centuries of human develop- 
ment and enlightenment and progress. Of all inanimate, 
material things in the world, a library of well-chosen books 
is the richest in potentiality and dynamic and is 



, v Google 



8 REPORT OF TRUSTEES OF PUBLIC LIBRARY 

therefore the most valuable in its influence upon the inner 
life of the community. 

This gives us a historic basis for our annual appeal to 
our City Council for the needful appropriations for the 
reasonable support of so valued an institution. We have a 
responsibility. Our responsibility is to see to it that our 
institutions of evil are curtailed, circumscribed, limited and, 
when we are strong enough, eliminated; and that our insti- 
tutions of human progress are liberated, enlarged and, at 
last, triumphant. 

As the record of my conduct of the public schools will 
show, I am in hearty sympathy and full accord with the 
present movement for industrial and vocational education. 
We have just established school gardens, an evening tech- 
nical school and an evening commercial school. We are 
giving courses in commercial Spanish in both day and even- 
ing schools. Our Co-operative Industrial course is making 
continued progress and our Practical Arts school for seventh 
and eighth grade pupils has justified itself at every point. 
All this is education in the direction of industrial prepared- 
ness. It is the present great need and nation-wide demand. 
Fitchburg pre-diagnosed the symptoms and was all prepared 
with a proper remedy before all the country broke out with 
a burning fever for industrial education. No backward step 
can be taken in these matters of education for industrial 
efficiency. We must have industrial and commercial pros- 
perity and our systems of education are being shaped and 
must continue to be shaped to that end. 

But is material prosperity all? Accumulated materials, 
whether materials for food, fire and clothing, or materials of 
knowledge to feed the intellect, do not satisfy the soul. Are 
we tempted to enter the fierce struggle for mere material 
success? Are we tempted to forfeit our highest powers in 
the mere collection and systematizing of knowledge? Let us 
pause: if our utmost ambition were gratified how barren 
a failure would be such success! Surrounded with possessions 
of wealth, the inmost self may be poor, shrunken, starved, 
miserable, dead. We accept joyfully the facts of material 
progress. Tons of iron, tons of coal, corn and cotton, firkins 
of the best butter, barrels of salted pork — let these have 
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their praises and be chanted in the hymns of our poets of 
democracy. But the inner life of a man — what of it? The 
soul of a nation — what of it? And what shall it profit to gain 
the whole world and lose that fine quality of the inner life 
which we call the soul? 

And that is the reason why I now seize with hungry 
avidity the unsought opportunity that has come to me to 
memorialize our City Council for generous appropriations for' 
the support and upbuilding of our Public Library. Fostered 
and developed by a far-seeing wisdom it should become more 
and more the chief center of intellectual and spiritual enlight- 
enment to a cosmopolitan community noted for its educational 
progressiveness. 

The conduct, control, management of the Public Library 
has been such as to merit the confidence and support of all 
classes of the community. Speaking for the schools I can 
say that the cooperation and courtesy and intelligent helpful- 
ness of the librarians has been a perpetual source of satis- 
faction, until we have come to realize that the Public Library 
is the most valuable adjunct to the work of the schools and 
an indispensable factor in our scheme of public education. 
It is almost a daily experience now to find in our Library 
whole classes of pupils from our schools under the direction 
of a teacher or a librarian, learning how to make the best 
use of a library in securing whatever information or educa- 
tional help is needed at the time. 

For this, after all, is the best part of an education — to 
know how to use a library and find ready access to the great 
books of reference, such as the standard dictionaries, ency- 
clopedias, histories and biographies. The ability to use a 
library to good advantage — the ability to use such books of 
reference repeatedly and with the minimum loss of time is 
one of the chief evidences of scholarly equipment. 

For detailed information touching the work of the past 
year and affecting the plans for the year to come 1 respect- 
fully refer you to the reports of the Librarian and the Treas- 
urer herewith appended. 

JAMES CHALMERS, 

For the Trustees. 
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TREASURER'S STATEMENT 

The Herbert I. Wallace fund invested in 35 shares V. & 
M. R. R. 

Balance December, 1915, $2,014 72 

Dividends, 210 00 

Interest, 79 22 

Balance November 29, 1916, $2,303 94 

The Hon. Rodney Wallace fund of* $8,000, the Hon. W. 
H. Vose fund of 51,000, and the J. J. Hardon fund of $1,000 
are invested in the City's bonds at 4 per cent. 

Interest, $400 

Transferred to Librarian's account, 400 



The Harry G. Wright bird fund. 

Balance November, 1915, $16 45 

Interest, 3 42 

$19 87 

Paid for insurance, 10 88 

Balance, $8 99 

The John E. Kellogg fund. 

Received from Miss E. J. Ball, $500 00 

Interest, 6 88 

$506 88 

Transferred to Librarian's account, 6 88 

Balance, $500 00 

On November 29, 1916, a check for $1,000 was received 
from the estate of the late Thomas Mack. 

HENRY A. GOODRICH, 

Treasurer. 
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STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 
FROM CITY APPROPRIATIONS 



City appropriation, 
County dog fund, 
City Clerk, dog fees, 
Geo. E. Nutting, fines, etc., 



$7,100 00 

1,624 23 

190 00 

305 89 



EXPENDITURES 


Payroll, 


J5.591 28 


Books, 


1,535 70 


Periodicals, 


381 45 


Binding, 


346 10 


Light, 


383 00 


Fuel, 


313 68 


Printing, 


199 70 


Telephone, 


42 56 


Janitor's supplies, 


59 11 


Stationery supplies, 


HI 91 


Lighting supplies, 


15 31 


Catalog cards, 


47 77 


Other bills, 


180 12 



Balance, 
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LIBRARIAN'S REPORT 



To the Board of Trustees: 

Gentlemen: — I herewith submit the librarian's report 
for the year ending November 30, 1916 — the 44th under the 
City charter and the 58th since the foundation as a free 
public library. 

Two important gifts were made to the funds of this 
institution during the year. Miss Elizabeth J. Ball gave 
$500 as a memorial of her uncle, John E. Kellogg. Mr. 
Kellogg was a valued member of the finance committee for 
many years. The trustees of the estate of Thomas Mack 
have recently sent a check for $1,000 in accordance with 
Mr. Mack's will. Yearsago Mr. Mack presented four large 
oil paintings to the Art Gallery. He also gave a large num- 
ber of books on industrial subjects. 

The Art Department received a Turkish prayer rug from 
Miss Eleanor Norcross which has been hung in the lower 
vestibule. The upper hall has been enriched by a valuable 
photograph, "Bacchus and Ariadne, "— t he gift of Mrs. M. 
A. Coolidge. 

Three numbers of the Library Bulletin were issued 
giving additions to the library. The January number con- 
tained a special list on "Music for children." 

The Sentinel and the News kindly furnished space in 
the Saturday papers for brief notices of new books. The 
reviews aimed to tell what the books were about, their 
special merits and proper place with others of the same 
class. 

In connection with the Free Library Commission this 
library had an exhibit at the Agricultural Fair October 12-14. 
Recently this material with additions has been shown in 
the store windows of Mr. W. D. Johnson, 78 Green St., and 
Mr. A. A. Cote, 214 Fairmount St. The exhibit illustrates 
by means of posters the varied lines of work carried on by 
the modern public library. Alderman Cote manifested great 
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